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The reluctant hero: An open
letter to veteran Lloyd Glick

By WALT F.J. GOODRIDGE

Special to the Saipan Tribune

Walt FJ. Goodridge is the author of Turn
Your Passion Into Profit, Living True to Your
Self, several books about Saipan, and
is the “as told to" co-author of Bugle Boy
to Battle Ship: A Battle of Saipan Veteran's

Memoirs by Lloyd Glick.

“Sometimes, your identity is as
much how you perceive your-
self as it is how others perceive

you.
—Walt Goodridge

n Feb. 3 and 4,
2014, I had the op-
portunity to conduct
land tours of the is-
lands of Guam and Saipan for
Lloyd Glick, a returning World
War II veteran, and his wife,
Judy. Seventy-
one years ago,
Lloyd was sta-
tioned aboard
the battleship

TRIVIA: On 30 June 1941
(priorto PearlHarbor bomb-
ing), the Marine Corps had
3,642 officers and 41,394
enlisted Marines, and was

actually in battle.

If you ask him, Lloyd Glick
will steadfastly and adamantly
refuse to bear the mantle and
title of “*hero” in reference to his
participation in the Pacific cam-
paigns of World War II. He’ll
tell you flat out he feels unwor-
thy, given that many of his fel-
low patriots lost their lives on
the battleships and battlefields
of that time. He’ll tell you he
feels guilty that he survived
and that they
didn’t. I heard
him voice this
thought sever-
al times during
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preparation

for the ground invasion by U.S.
troops. Lloyd’s official rank
was “Musician Second Class,”
and he was the trumpeter in a
20-piece swing band onboard
the ship. Bands were part of
the repair department aboard
the ship, and so his other duties
included maintenance, firefight-
ing as well as specific battle sta-
tion duties when the ship was
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ing, therefore,

arc a few of
my thoughts on the matter. If
you agree with them, or have
some of your own, I'd like you
to help me share them with
Lloyd (instructions to follow).

People choose their

heroes.

Lloyd, being a hero is not al-

ways about rescuing cats from
See HERO on Next Page

and Guam, as well as the auto-
biography you've allowed me
the honor of preparing on your
behalf are, quite frankly, ad-
ditional ways for you to honor
and salute your fellow soldiers,
sailors and airmen. That’s just
a theory of mine, but that’s my
story and I'm sticking to it!

It’s evident you’ve chosen
to dedicate your life to service.
The life of service to which
you've committed yourself all
these years 1s a great “forever
sacrifice” chosen as a way to
honor your war mates. One
group makes an ultimate sacri-
fice and hand over their lives on
the battlefield. Another group
makes a forever sacrifice and
hand over their lives by way of
ongoing service in the memory
of the first group. Both groups
are heroes.

And finally, I see you as a
hero, because with all the evi-
dence of bravery, noble inten-

tions, personal sacrifice and life-
long service staring you in the
face, you still don’t see Lloyd
Glick the way others see him.
By my estimation, that puts you
in league with the humble. And,
my good friend, Lloyd, from
where I stand, it doesn’t get any
more heroic than that!

Sincerely,
Walt Goodridge

*If yvou'd like to tell Lloyd
your thoughts and opinions
about his service and what the
concept of “hero” means to
you, look for the link to this Tri-
bune article at facebook.com/
welovesaipan, or email Llovd at
bugleboy@bestofsaipan.com.
Read more about Lloyd’s island
pilgrimage tour and hero’s wel-
come on Guam and Saipan at
www.guamdaytours.com/glick
and at www.discoverSaipan.
com/glick.

JIM DAVIES

Musician second class Lloyd Glick, Walt Goodridge and Judy Glick on Saipan, with the cruise ship Crystal Serenity in the background.
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trees, or taking a hill and captur-
ing the enemy all by yourself.
People choose their heroes and,
quite frankly, you often have no
choice or say in the matter.

You are a hero because right
after Pearl Harbor, when others
ran away, stayed silent, or re-
mained at home, you, at age 19,
ran toward the fray. That puts
you in a narrow field with the
tens of thousands who enlisted
in the months immediately fol-
lowing.

You are a hero to those in
Guam, because, regardless of
your individual contribution
while on the ship, you were part
of the overall force to whom the
island owes its gratitude for lib-
eration.

You are a hero to those in
the United States because you
are part of group of men and
women who’ve been assigned
the seemingly hyperbolic, yet
arguably deserved name of “the
greatest generation,” character-
ized by a rare selflessness and
penchant for personal sacrifice
in the face of national inter-
ests—traits many consider lack-
ing in today’s society.

You are a hero to people in
every nation around the world
simply because you are here
with us to tell your story and to
keep the memory and reality of
that era alive. That puts you in
a field of a small, elite group of
orld War II veterans.

sed on rank or role in the job
description of ‘liberator.”’”"—
Walt

On the island of Guam,
Lloyd, you heard the term “lib-
erator” used freely and often in
everyday parlance with respect
to veterans like yourself. Pres-
ent-day Guamanians recognize
that the story of Guam would
be radically different today had
it not been for the invasion and
the wresting of it from Japanese
control. And Lloyd, whether
you shelled or shucked, cooked
or cleaned, battled or bugled
as part of the force that partici-
pated in that liberation, you will
be cast—however much you
resist—alongside everyone else

As you can see, as long as
you choose to be here among
us, none of these are under your
control to opt out of, or go back
in time to change. You’re stuck
with them. Yes, people choose
whom they call “hero.”

The real tragedy

It’s a profound, yet often over-
looked aspect of war that the
people who actually fight and
die in battle are not the individu-
als who actually start the wars.
Wars don’t simply “break out.”
Average citizens living their
daily lives don’t simply wake
up one morning and decide, en
masse, to wage war.

No, war 18 a specifically cho-
sen, orchestrated, and executed
option for responding to a situa-
tion or fulfilling an agenda; and
specific individuals who make
these decisions.

Nations enter into war be-
cause of the interests, agendas,
and decisions of individual
members of an elite ruling class
acting more often than not on
corporate and political interests
that oftentimes have little con-
cern or respect for the will or
ultimate benefit of the people.
It’s a tragedy, therefore, the loy-
alties and national pride of the
masses are swayed and exploit-
ed, and that it is the mnocent
citizenry who risk and lay down
their lives in the furtherance of
these agendas.

‘Wars are never declared
by the individuals who
end up fighting and dying

And with all due respect as
well to the loss of life on both
sides of the imaginary line be-
tween “friend” and “foe,” you,
Lloyd Glick, remain and exist
as a symbol of a pivotal moment
in history that marked a transi-
tion in governance, and which
holds significance in the day-
to-day lives of people in Guam
who are grateful.

So, you're stuck with it,
Lloyd. It may seem undeserved
to you. It may make you feel
uncomfortable and stir within
you the need to protest, but this
is your lot in life. The mantle of

“liberator” (read: “hero™) is for-
ever yours in Guam.

in them.’

Yes, Lloyd, I agree that war is
tragedy. People lose their lives
who would otherwise be alive.
People abandon dreams they
would otherwise pursue. Peo-
ple lose loved ones who would
otherwise have remained safe
at home. Nations fight against
nations, man against man, and
an individual across the oceans,
whom I’ve never met, suddenly
becomes my “enemy,” and we
are forced to kill each other to
further the agendas of far away
individuals and corporations.
Yes, the losses of war are tragic
all the way around. We as a so-
ciety must bear the burden for
the real tragedy: that we allow
others to send us to our deaths
killing people we don’t know
and have never met. The burden
of the deaths of your fellow ser-
vice members, Lloyd, and the
unfulfilled dreams they repre-
sent are not yours to carry alone.
It is a function of the way things
have developed that we as a so-
ciety must strive to eliminate.

Noble intentions and the
heinous and heroic

Yes, throughout history and up
to very recent times, we learn
that leaders have often en-
dorsed, declared, entered into,
and committed their citizens to
the violence of war under false
pretexts. The emotions of the
masses are exploited for po-
litical and financial gain. It’s a
shame that innocent individu-
als—and by that I mean all the
rest of us—are caught up in

The Forever Sacrifice

“Some give their lives once,

and a bullet seals the deal.

Some give their lives forever,

to help survivors heal "—
Walt

In helping you share your
story, Lloyd, I've learned a few
things about you.

I've learned that you've es-
sentially dedicated your life to
public service.

You started by using your and
talent for music (your “given
gift”) and turning that passion
toward the war effort so that
others could be serenaded and
soothed even amid the horror
that is war.

the frenzy of fear and fagade of
fighting foes.

People enter into and
engage in the most
ignoble of activities often
under the most noble of
intentions

The irony, however, is that those
who choose to fight, however,
often choose to do so with the
noblest of intentions that include
allegiance and commitment to
family, future, and freedom.
They travel to foreign lands to
commit the most violent acts in
the name of peace and the pres-
ervation of free civilization.

It is this fact that presents us
with one of the most volatile and
irreconcilable of contradictions
in our society: where, on one
hand, individuals are praised as
“hero™ for actions that, on the
other hand, are condemned as
heinous.

However, neither the ma-
nipulation that sparks it nor the
contradiction that ensues should
minimize or trivialize the purity
of the intentions behind them.
You are a hero, Lloyd, because
your intentions are pure.

The Liberator’s Lot
Fortunately, in some cases,
the line between “right” and
“wrong” are more clearly
drawn. Yes, in some cases, there
are indeed measurable, quantifi-
able and positive outcomes for
the people and the lands affect-
ed by the violence of war.

“There are no hierarchies

After the war, you served on
several police forces so that oth-
ers may be safe.

Throughout our time together
in Guam and Saipan, we heard
others make constant posi-
tive references to your state of
good health. T suspect that this
too represents a service to your
fellow service members. I sus-
pect that through sheer strength
of will (and the nurturing home
life provided by a caring wife
and partner), you’ve kept your-
self fit and sharp in order to trav-
el and continue to tell the tale as
your own personal tribute to
the lives and legacies of those
with home you served. I suspect
that this pilgrimage to Saipan
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